Could McDonald’s be the key to community?
By Ken Love

Every day Alan Thomas, Senior Pastor at First Church of God in Winter Haven, heads to McDonalds to “hang out” with some men from the community.  They talk about fishing, life, golf, or whatever.  Every once in a while church comes up in conversation.  Alan has been building this bridge between the people in the community and Jesus for 15 years.  Many have crossed this bridge over the years, and still many continue to do so.  

As a result of the relationships he has made at McDonald’s, Alan has become a fisherman. He previously knew nothing about fishing, but was willing to be “helped” by his new friends. This created a close bond of friendship.  Alan’s mission is clear: be a friend and care about those in McDonald’s every day.  The result: once they’ve spent some time with Alan, they will then feel comfortable asking questions and taking steps toward Jesus.

Alan is a master of the culture, and as a result, Winter Haven is a different town because of his leadership of First Church of God.  Alan strategically uses Sunday evening worship and Wednesday night church as his assimilation strategy.  As he says, maybe in other places that tactic wouldn’t work, but in Winter Haven people are looking for “together” times and Sunday evenings work perfectly.

First Church of God recently supported another church in Florida who had a need.  They strategically put in their budget money that can be accessed when a pastor or a church has a need.  Winter Haven is different because of First Church of God and pastor Alan Thomas… and so is the rest of the world.

We are blessed in Florida to have such quality leaders who are masters of their cultures and who are building bridges so that others can walk across them toward Jesus.  A typical church service might be missing the target.  McDonald’s breakfast, Sunday evening worship, Wednesday evening meals and church are strategic paths that lead to a living Lord.  How is your church doing that?
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