Florida Newsletter

Women of the Church of God of Florida

A new look for a “NEW DAY”

“Serving Christ through serving women and equipping them for ministry.”
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Ben Griffin Lodge
FFA Leadership Training Center
(Location of March Retreat)

“God’s Simple Path”

“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me
your paths; guide me in your truth and
teach me, for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.”
Psalm 25:4-5 (NIV)

These are the words that guided us
throughout the weekend with our sister,
Arnetta McNeese-Bailey. She re-
minded us that God’'s path is simple
but the journey is not always easy. We
were challenged to Look, Listen and
Learn along the path of our life and to
remember the sincerity of our call and
be secure in our calling. “No one can
close a door that God has opened.
Live in the truth and resist negative
thinking and speaking.”

We had a smaller group (85) attend our
retreat this year, however, we had
women from 14 churches present.

Some of the highlights of the event
were: the speaker, workshops and
small groups, worship services, fellow-
ship and relationship building with new
sisters and visiting with friends from
around the state.

Eighty-seven percent of the women
completing evaluations want to con-
tinue with two night events. Eighty-two
percent said they want to return to the
same Retreat Center at least one more
time.

Ladies, we ask that you would be pray-
ing for next year's event, location,
speakers and the planning committee
as we seek God's perfect Will and Way
for the women of Florida.

Please see photos on page four.

Introducing...... Angie Rigdon, President

Women of the Church of God of Florida
Angie was born in Anderson, Indiana and moved to Miami in 1974. She
grew up in the Church of God and now attends Coral Springs Community
Church. She is a middle school Social Studies teacher. She graduated
from Anderson University with a BA, major Family Science, minor in
Sociology. Angie has experience as a Social Worker, Teacher, Youth Coun-
selor, and Sunday School Teacher and has held the following offices in the
local unit of Women of the Church of God (Spiritual Life, Secretary, Presi-
dent). Her Vision for Women of the Church of God is to see all women of all ages growing in spiritual ma-
turity and actively seeking ways to serve the Lord.
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2008-2009 Important Information

1. Membership Roster — Conduct your membership drive, complete the form and send
White copy to National Office; Yellow copy to State Treasurer with membership fund S.
Check made payable to: “WCGF”

(Debbie Dean, 2004 Kirkland Lake Dr, Auburndale, FL 33823)

IF YOU DO NOT SUBMIT MEMBERSHIP ROSTER THIS YEAR YO U WILL NOT RECEIVE
AN ANNUAL PLANNING GUIDE IN 2009
2. Mail National Mailing List Update to National Office.

3. Mail Local Officer/Leaders’ list _ to State President.
Complete pages 41 and 42 in Annual Planning Guide A SAP and send to:

Angie Rigdon — 5920 SW 199" Ave — Ft Lauderdale, FL 33332
(A copy of this form is included in this mailing)

4. Any change in address or leadership  during the year should be sent to National
Office and State President in order to continue to receive information.

Your local women’s ministry is important to us and to the Kingdom of God. Thank you
for all your efforts in programming and finances in order to expand the Good News to
women in your church, community, and around the world.

Wome_n (F)Qf the g:hlfar\?h of God Women of the Church of God of Florida
In kwana@a, Alrica Election Results

2007-2008 State Project

“Building Women of the Church of God
in Rwanda”

With the help of missionary Colleen Stevenson,
Pastor Salome Mpozembizi (a 2000 graduate of
Kima International School of Theology) has begun
to organize a national women’s group in the Church
of God in Rwanda. She faces the difficulty of travel-
ing to parts of Rwanda to mobilize the women.
Travel is difficult and expensive. Salome desires to
unite the women to begin various projects so that
funds can be generated to support ministry among # 1 $
the women in Rwanda. The funds provided will en-
able Salome to travel (by bicycle and bus) for two
years to begin this ministry.

Offering totaled - $3,769.50 %

The Basket Auction at our State Retreat netted

$724.00 toward this project. Praise the Lord! We & % '(" % ) *

have requested photos of the Women'’s leadership + % ( * ( ! (,
team in Rwanda from our missionary, Colleen Ste- * -

venson.
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Dates to Remember

2007-2008 Local Treasurer
Close books — submit funds

March 30, 2008

April 1 — 30, 2008 Annual Membership Drive
Mail new and/or updated
Roster & monies to State
Treasurer

June 20-25, 2008 North American Convention

October 15, 2008 National Board Meeting
Grand Rapids, Michigan
October 16-19, 2008 National Convention
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Leadership Notes.....

Are you ever amazed at what God is doing in
your life or your ministry even though you have
prayed and asked for Divine guidance and inspi-
ration? It is one of those “aha” moments when
we just have to give praise and glory to the Lord
for His faithfulness.

This happened to me recently at the Alabama
State Spring Convention. | prayed for guidance,
clarification, and direction for weeks and the
thoughts did not REALLY come together until
the day | arrived in Birmingham. Yes, | had
studied and researched my topic and | had way
more than enough material to share BUT when
God brought us all together He put it all to-
gether.

The worship leader and | later concurred that
God had truly been speaking to both of us in His
way and time even though we had not talked
prior to the Convention.

Now why should we be amazed? Many pas-
sages in the scriptures emphasize again and
again that He will provide the words, the
strength, power, and boldness when we place
our lives and “calling” in His hands. He enables
and equips those He calls.

AND we have all been called out to serve our
God radically in our everyday world. In his book
“Summoned to Lead” Leonard Sweet says,
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Announcing 2008-2009
Florida State Project
Hunger Fund

This is also the National Finance Project.

Proclaiming the Lord’s Favor

“Everyone is “called” by God for some kind of
mission. But sometimes the “called” are “called
out” for leadership.” So God has called us to
lead right where we are!

How does God EQUIP us for ministry?
Experiences - James 1:2-4
Quialifications

o Skills and abilities — natural and
learned
0 Exodus 31:3 — Spirit of God
Unique spiritual gifts
Interests
0 Intense interests are topics or is-
sues you feel passionately about.
0 Fun interests
Personality
0 Introverts
o Extroverts
0 Task oriented
o People oriented

This special EQUIPment is given to help us ful-
fill God’s calling in each role we play. Remem-
ber, WE were uniquely DESIGNED by God for a
special purpose during our life here on earth.
Are we diligently seeking daily just what He has
for us to do?

Above all, Keep the main thing, the main thing!
Go and make disciples in all communities, cities
and nations. Matthew 28:18-19

Let us give God the glory and honor when He
works through us. “For | am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”

Isaiah 43:3
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Our speaker — Arnetta McNeese-Bailey Skit — Che-Che Mobley, Elizabeth
Whitworth, Holly Myers - Tampa

Treasurers , please direct all project funds
to the State Treasurer/ Finance Director:
All checks should be made out to:
WCGF
(Women of the Church of God of Florida)

Debbie Dean
2004 Kirkland Lake Dr
Auburndale, FL 33823

(863) 967-6298

Please contribute toward the Operating QueStion_S should now

Expense/State Promotion  budget line be directed to:

item as these are the funds that provide

you with the mailings, the work of the Angie Rigdon, State President

Board of Directors (on your behalf), and 5920 SW 199" Avenue

visits for cultivation of new units and re- Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33332

vival of existing units. Phone: (954) 680-9784

! D # E-mail: Apugsley@bellsouth.net
$
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